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SUBJECT: HARD LINE CHRISTIAN POSITION 

REF: BEIRUT 15684 

FOR AMBASSADOR GODLEY 

1 . WE AGREE YOU SHOULD MAINTAIN YOUR CONTACT WITH THE 
MONKS FROM TIME TO TIME, TAKING ESSENTIALLY SAME TACK 
WITH THEM YOU DID DECEMBER 30. WE NOTED THAT KASSIS. 
ACCORDING TO A JANUARY 4 UPI DESPATCH, HAS COME OUT IN 
FAVOR OF DIVIDING THE COUNTRY INTO FEDERATED CHRISTIAN 
AND MUSLIM STATES. 

2. DRAWING ON YOUR DISCUSSIONS WITH THE MILITANT 
CHRISTIAN ELEMENTS, YOUR IMPRESSIONS OF THE GENUINENESS 
OF THEIR ATTACHMENT TO THE HOARY THESIS OF HAVING THE 
OVERSEAS LEBANESE COUNTED IN ANY FUTURE CENSUS WOULD BE 
HELPFUL TO OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRESENT SITUATION. 

TO WHAT DEGREE IS FRANGIE'S RAISING OF THE MATTER SIMPLY 

A BARGAINING GESTURE? IT APPEARS TO US FROM YOUR WEEKEND 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 001813 

REPORTING THAT SOME MUSLIM ELEMENTS SENSE THAT AT LEAST 
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PART OF THE HARD LINE CHRISTIAN POSITION LACKS CONVICTION. 

KISSINGER 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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